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SELECTIONS. 


From The (London) Standard of Freedom. 
AMERICAN SLAVERY AND AMERICAN 

The sum of afl vitlanies, wrote John Wesley, isl 
American Slavery. He had God’s word with him | 
when he said that. Practical Christianity has gone 
everywhere to heal temporal as well as spiritual ill. 
It has been a living ipower lor good. It has burst 
the fetters of the slave, and has made him stand] 
erect on God’s free universe—a man and a brother, 
not a chattel to be bought and sold, used or abused. 

In America, the land of the Iree and the slave, they 
manage these things differently. Holy men-men 
r ptaver—ministers of the Highest—teachers of 
that charter of human rights, the Gospel of glad- 
tidings—not only do not brand Slavery as a burning 
curse and shame, byt actually frown at the men who I 
would fain wipe the disgrace of H from their soil. 
In 1843 the generiM assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, who, forty»years before, declared Slavery 
was a 4 sin,” and slave-holders sinners, resolved 
that the Assembly do not think it fit, for the edifi¬ 
cation of the Church, for the body to take any action 
on the subject of Slavery; and the Rev. Dr. Cox, 
who was present on the occasion, “ thanked God 
that their Vesuvius was capped for the next three 
years.’’ A little while before, the Methodist Epis¬ 
copal Church resolved that they wholly-disclaimed 
any right, wish, or intention, to interfere with the 
civil and political relation between master and slave 
as it exists in the slaveholding States of fhe Union. 
The Protestant Episcopalian Church boasts of not 
having been distufted by the Anti-Slavery Agita¬ 
tion. ^Several of their churches are under colored 
ministers, but the Episcopal Convention has steadily 
refused to admit them into ils body. According to 
[he testimony of the Rev. W. G. Keppart, of the 
Methodist American Missionary Association- 
Slaves. 

The Methodist hold 219,563 

Presbyterians (old and new school) 77,000 

Baptists 125,000 

Campbellites 11)1,000 

Episcopalians 88,000 

Other Denominations 60,000 

Total owned by ministers of the ) 

Gospel and members of Protest- > 660,663 

ant Churches. J 

Thus, valuing a slave at £80, we get a capital of 
£52,845,040 invested by Christian people in the 
bodies and souls of men. But this is not all. Not 
merely have bodies thus perpetuated Slavery, but 
individual clergymen have stamped the accursed 
thing with the mark of their approbation. TlteRev. 
Dr. Parker, in a recent thanksgiving sermon, says, 

“ that there were no evils in Slavery but such as 
were inseparable from every other relation in social 
and civil lifeand the Rev. Dr. Stnythe of Char¬ 
leston, a slaveholder, when performing the marriage 
ceremony between slaves, uniformly omits the pas¬ 
sage, “ Whom God has joined together let no man 
put asunder.” 

To perpetuate Slavery, the Americans passed a 
Fugitive Slave Law. Surely this was carrying the 
thing top far, even for ministerial consciences and 
pious men. Against this law, at any rate, they 
would protest. Quite the contrary ; they are de¬ 
lighted with it. On no account would they disturb 
the peace of the Union to get it done away with.— 
True, it requires, under heavy penalties, that the 
inhabitants of the Free States should not only re¬ 
fuse tood and shelter to a starved and human being 
and spurn him from their doors, but should assist, 
if required by the authorities, to seize that fugitive 
and send him back to Slavery, True, the Bible tells 
us to do to others as we would have others do to us ; 
but then to this rule there are exceptions, when the 
colored man is concerned. True the Bible says, 

“ Thou shalt not steal ;* but it does not say a brutal 
white man may not steal human blood and bones 
when the skin that covers them is of a sable hue ; 
and accordingly such orthodox divines teach it 
wrong to aid the slave in his efforts to escape. The 
Fugitive Bill is no remnant of the barbarism of ear-' 
Her days. It shows what is American feeling now 
upon the subject; it forces the simple question upon 
the individual conscience of every inhabitant of the j 
Free States: Am I to destroy the natural instinct of; 
humanity, and refuse to help the slave in distress ? 
Am I to hand over a human creature to the chains, 
to the lash, to the grave,—to a master who will 
part him from his wife and children—who will deny 
his right to happiness in this world and the next— 
who will sink him lower and lower in degradation 
—who will be more merciless to him than to the , 
ox or the ass that till the soil,—to a master whose 
cruelty only terminates with life ? The Fugitive 
Slave Bill to each individual puts this question— 

1 Am I to obey God’s la.w or man’s ?” The answer 
given by American clergymen is. Obey man rather 
than God. We blush lor them, for ourselves, for 
the race whose tongue they speak, and whose sacred 
latth they blaspheme; but let British Christians un¬ 
derstand this; let the Evangelical Alliance, where 
resolutions on the subject of Slavery, after prayer 
and fasting, were quashed; aye ! shame on such an 
duly (query unholy ?) alliance, quashed. Let the 
Evangelical Alliance understand this. Let them not 
plead ignorance of the damning spot which, in spite 
tk 5 rayer an< * out ward godliness, and strictest or¬ 
thodoxy, eats out the heart of American Christianity, 
and makes it a scorn and a reproach, and an offence, 
ah the world over. We do not speak without book. 
Law* ^ mer ' can d ' v ' nes write the Fugitive Slave 

The Rev. Dr. Gardiner Spring, an eminent Pres¬ 
byterian clergyman, of New York, well-known in 
ms country for his religious writings, lately declared 
rom the pulpit, that, «< If by one prayer he could 
'berate every slave in the world, he would * ‘ " 

to offer it.” 

Tt^T Moses S'uart, D.D., late Professor in the 
fb'bg'fal College of Andover, in his vindication 
„ , e bl!| . reminds his readers, that “ many south- 
era slaveholders are true Christians ! that sending 
art id tugitive to them, is not like restoring one to 
bn,!?- rou9 People ! 'hat though we may pity the 
•upuve, yet the Mosaic law does not authorise the 
ejection of the claims of the slaveholders to their 
stolen or strayed property.’’ 

0rvi ' le Dewey, D.D., of the.Unitarian con- 
a !^ , on > asserts, that it is a duty to return fugitives, 
_ ” e 'J’ould send his own brother or child intoSla- 
an/si e J, t *' an ,bat lbe Union between the Free 
Tk r? Sla 'es should be dissolved. 

Buhl-k j ‘ D ' S P encer - of Brooklyn, New York, 
Furnished a sermon, entitled the “ Religious Duty of 
2?*“ ‘o ‘he Laws,” which has elicited the 
Pr«h!, e . ncorn 'um» from Dr. Samuel i 
in thi enan ra'u's'er of Brooklyn [notorious, both 
,k„ f c ountry and America, for his sympathy with 
Webo, 6h , er ]’ and also from lhe Hon.' Daniel, 
read « j °. says that “ '* ' 9 9 ui,e refreshing to 
ejtn a Production which, founding itself upon the 
from th ‘"junction of the Holy Scriptures, goes back 
the.;. eo , ry 10 commandment—from human hypo- 
Th d 9 P e , n, lation to the declared will of God." 
ofR n ^. ei [‘Rogers, an orthodox minister 
Hrm^l 0 "' < e lveretl i o" 'he •a*' Thanksgiving-day, a. 
met^rT 1 ' 1 ' 1 ' hes »ys: “When the slave asks 
a»k? n ibetween him and his master, what does 
I will , 89,18 me 10 murder a nation’s life ; and 

*** Bot do " because I have a conscience—because 


.there is a God.” He proceeds to affirm that if this 
i resistance to the carrying out of the Fugitive Slave- 
Law should lead the magistracy to catfihe thecili- 
; zens to arms, their duty was to obey ; and, “ if order¬ 
ed to lake human life, in the name of God to take 
And he concludes by admonishing the fugitives 
1 “ hearken to the word of God, and to count their 
vn masters worthy of all honor.” 

The Rev. William Crowell, of Waterfield. Slate 
of Maine, has printed a Thanksgiving sermon of 
*' me kind, in which he calls upon his hearers 
allow‘‘excessive sympathies for a few hun¬ 
dred fugitives to blind them so as that they may 
Ik increased suffering to the millions already in 

The Rev. Dr. Taylor, an episcopal clergyman, of 
New Haven, Connecticut, made a speech, at 
Union meeting, in which he deprecates the agi......... 

upon the new iatv, and urges obedience to it, asking, 
" Is that article in the Constitution contrary to the 
law of Nature, of nations, or to the will of God?— 
• s it so ? Is there a shadow of reason for saying 
I have not been able to discover it. Have I t 
shown you it is lawful to deliver up, in compliar 
with their laws, fugitive slaves, for the high, the 
? re t, the momentous interests of those [souths 1 
States ? ” 

This, then is the position of affairs. In America 
the Church might liberate the slave. It holds the 
key of the dungeon. But it abdicates its lofty mis 
sion. It bears no indignant testimony against lh< 
curse. It fearfully panders to men’s sins. It acts 
’he part of an accomplice in crime. For the saks 
>f the slaveowner’s smile, it robes itself in infamy 
and, appareled in its shame, challenges the appro- 
of the world. American ministers come ovet 
) promote revivals of religion, ff they cannot 
speak out at home, they had better retire into ( 
lude and be dumb. It Christians in America _ 
•ilent, there is greater need that British Christigns 
should give utterance to their sorrow and indignt 
>n and shame. In‘America even British opinic 
felt, and British censure feared. Public opinion 
England has not been concentrated and brought 
bear on America respecting the fugitive slave bill 
it might, but we must no longer keep silence.— 
r e must plead the eaase of the slave; we must 
k Americans to be human—to abandon the lash 
and the chain—to let the black man be free as them¬ 
selves. We shall have Americans flock to our shores 
this summer. We gave no welcome to the Austrian 
Haynau ; whv make an exception in favor of Ameri¬ 
can Haynaus ? In the spirit of a true chivalry let 
ns show our abhorrence of the fiogger of black wo- 
as well as white ones. Let us have no smile 
— kind word—no warm greeting for the slave¬ 
holder or the friend of slaveholders. Let us show 
that all robbery is hateful "to us, whether it be of 
goods or men; and bright as may be the slaveowner’s 
gold, and unetious as may be his religious phrase¬ 
ology, and godly his outward, deportment, let him 
see that we know his ill-gotten wealth does not ring 
like genuine metal, and that his Christian words 
will not stand the test of Christian deeds—but we 
stop—we sicken of oor subject. The American 
Christians makes us think of the blood and sweat 
of the slave—of the African torn from his country 
—of wrong borne all a dreary life. To the old He¬ 
brew Testament we turn when worn and weary, for, 
it tells of hope, of peace—oi a better land where 
there is no 3orrow and sin ; but the American trans¬ 
lation—faugh—it is stained with tears and blood. 
T - vain we read aught divine there. It is clotted, 
th human gore! 


PRO-SLAVERY 


From the Journal of @ommeroe. 

The Triumph of Law. —When the Abolitionists 
of Massachusetts first proclaimed that the Fu; 

Slave Law should never be executed in that f 
we told our friends here unhesitatingly, that it could 
be executed there, and would be, if circumstances 
should require it. We tald them that we knew 
Massachusetts better than they did, having resided 
in difierent parts of it for twenty-five years. When 
subsequently the’ease of Crafts occurred, and after¬ 
wards that of Sbadrach, we began to think that we 
might possibly be mistaken. The case of Sims, 
however, and its results, have restored our confi¬ 
dence in the law-abiding character of the pjople, 
and made us again pfotfd of our native State. Wej 
know well that they dislike Slavery; so do we. 
Who at the North does not dislike it ? But that is 
not the question. 

From the Albany Register. 

The fugitive slave Sims has been delivered upin 
accordance with the requirements of the Constitu- 
While we pity the hard lot which consigns 
i bondage, we rejoice in the vindication oi the 
majesty of the laws. It is better that a man should 
be returned to his master, than the compact of 
Union should be violated, a nation arrested in ‘ 
onward progress, and consigned to anarchy and 
vil war. The rigors of Slavery were not increased 
by the formation of the Union, and they would not 
be diminished by its dissolution. To protect a few 
fugitives from recapture, might benefit them, but 
would entail greater woes upon millions. We re¬ 
joice that the authorities and people of Boston have 
vindicated their character as a law-loving and law- 
abiding people. 

From the Philadelphia Bulletin . 

Law Triumphant in Boston. —We have never 
ad more satisfaction than that experienced in an¬ 
nouncing the result of the late Fogitive Slave Case 
in Boston. Not that we rejoice in the i^turn of a 
fellow-being to bondage ; but that the Constitution 
and iheMaws oi the United States have been sus- 
in a city where fanaticism, with Jhe motto 
higher law,’’ was supposed to predominate. 


_ill obedience to the written law yr 

We rejoice at this triumph of the law in Boston 
—a city which is endeared to all Americans by so 
many assoetatians, and which, despite of disunion 
sentiments, we would not willingly spare-irom our 
Union. Throughout t|jg length and breadth of this 
Union, the tidings that'the law has triumphed in 
Boston, will be carried on the wings of the light¬ 
ing ; giving n rw confidence to patriots, North and 
jouth, in the strength and permanency of onr con¬ 
federacy. And abroad, where the false conclusipns 
of previous, cases have sounded like omens of the 
downlall of the Republic, the report of theacqui-i 
eseende in the la’tv, on this most exciting C(tse of all, 
will confound and astonish the Anti-Republican 
croakers. It is not less a moral lesson than.it'isg 
political lesson. May fhe whole world profit by it. 
From the Boston C#ur‘iev. 

Tte reckless and unorjncipled disorganizesjwho 
ive been so* Ion* laboring^to disturb the pubjjc, 
>ace, have received the most mortifying and-tton- 
unding rebiNto by this riliscavriagp or their last" 
grand effort. It is now'certain that they have not 
tr to delude one in a hundred of <Jur popula-, 
the macKdfsign of obstructing by tercts'a 
! law of the United States. They wiU- (Joubtle*icon- 
' tinue to talk in their usual fashion, but a constable’s 
>] pole will be sufficient to cut short any dtfeigus they 
MORE TROPHIES OF AMERICAN LIBERTY. ' imay entertain to act in accordance with their sedi; 
Two more fugitive slaves, driven from the United | 

States, have arrived at Liverpool by one of the linej 
of packet ships, from Boston. One of them bears 
with him the following touching document from 
Wiliam Lloyd Garrison: 

“ Boston, March 4, 1851. 

I commend the bearer of this, Francis S. Ander- 
... a poor, hunted, fugitive American slave, to the 
sympathy and kind consideration of the philanthro-! peace. Boston is sound to the heart’. _ 
pic and Christian people of England. Notwithstand- J attachment to the Union and the Constitutiou. 

,= pnnrtmenf. is From the Philadelphia Ledger. 

The Boston Excitement Over. —The excitement 


m The (London) Inquirei 


ous threats. The gentleman who sppke pf tearing 
p rails and cramming his pockets with pistols, will 
only be laughed at should he repeat his gasconade. 

The Mayor and other city authorities have acquit¬ 
ted themselves of '.heir duty in the handsomest man¬ 
ner during the whole of this exciting and harassing 
business. The military and the citizens generally, 
have shown the most manly and noble spirit’" 
determination to maintain the laws and th 


ing his amiable spirit, his upright deportment, his, 

(good intelligence, his capacity for usefulness, his 
Christain profession, and his connection with a 
Christian church as a most exemplary member there¬ 
of, on no part of the American soil, between the At¬ 
lantic and the Pacific, is he permitted to live as a 
rational and accountable being! Though created 
in the Divine image,and desirousol 'glorifying God 
in his body and spirit, which are his,’ he is held by 
the laws of the country as a chattel personal; the 
proper ly oi another, and can avoid that terrible doom 
only by a clandestine flight from the land of his na¬ 
tivity. The present is a dark and perilous hour for 
all fugitive slaves still remaining in America. The 
whole power of the National Government is concen¬ 
trating lor their re capture, banishment, or extermi¬ 
nation. Houseless, penniless, every white person 
forbidden by heavy penalties to give them either 

tified* wdth^tCTror, 6 anguish a'nd | good sense oi the people of Massachusetts was proof 

Christian, repub tea Lloyd Garrison.” j wished to see their townsmen slaughtering each 

other, found themselves left in a minority, which, 
The poor fellow who bears the above, escaped from -while it exposes the insignificancy of their numbers 
jSlavery six years ago, and has ever since been a re- [compared with their noise, shows most honorably 
sident in the “ Free States,”, earning a respectable |f or t [j e intelligence and patriotism of the peopli 


Boston has ended, as every rational minded m 
could desire, in the vindication of the law. The 
man Sims was proved to be a fugitive, and to those 
who regard the authority ol the law there was but | 
one course to pursue—to hand him over to his claim¬ 
ant. This was done, and notwithstanding that the 
agitators of disunion threatened to “ interpose their | 
bodies ” to prevent the surrender of the slave, they 
prudently kept at a distance when the law came to 
L t executed. This is generally the way that all 
junsellors of sedition act. They are valiant 
tough in speech, bat when their fierce declamation 
irs up rebellion, they manage to sneak out of the 
.ntest themselves, and it is fortunate if their dupes 
■e equally as successful in escaping theconsequen- 
of their treason. In this particular instance, the 


living as a waiter, till thus compelled to leave the 
[country, or be carried back again to bondage. 

The other fugitive has known the blessings of j 
freedom only two years. He knows, he says, some- j 
thing of the coopering trade, but would be thankful 
to get employment of any kind which would enable 
him to obtain an honest living, and providea home 
tor the wife and child whom he has left behind. 
He bears the iollowing letter from the Rev. isamuel: 
May, of Boston, (known to our readers_»« 




w York Express. 


The Law in Boston has been so beautifully vin¬ 
dicated,—that the city of old Faneuil Hall merits 
the highest encomium. If compacts were the rotten 
bonds,—and liberty the lawlessness that the aboli¬ 
tionists would have established there, we would 
despaired of old Massachusetts. As it is, the 
_litution has been triumphant and law has pre¬ 
vailed. The spectacle has been one of which a na¬ 
tion may be proud,—and which will do us the high¬ 
est honor over sea, in demonstrating that we are a 
people who keep our faith, and that no Popular im¬ 
pulse, or Popular opinion, can over-ride the Consti- 
' and the Law. 


and prominent member of the Massachusetts Anti- 
Slavery Society), addressed to the Rev. Francis Bi¬ 
shop, of Liverpool: 

“ Boston March 4, 1851. 

“ Dear Sir,— The bearer, Alexander Duvall, has 
licited from me a letter of introduction to any one Perhaps nothing could have been asked of Boston 
vmir town or neighborhood who will belriend or more distasteful than the surrender of a runaway 
. J' „ n j T hnne vou w jU excuse me in com-'slave, but the city authorities, the courts there, the 
mendiDg him to you. V He has just fled to our city police, the public, have not asked wltat they liked, 
Horn New Bedford, where he has beeo living a short - but what was their duty, and that duty they have 
having fled from Slavery in Baltimore. He faithfully discharged. What gtves importance to 
na ® - • lie saw his owner in New this case, apart fium the deference it exhibits for 

he was in search of him, [Law, is, that in the Law Courts both of the States 
he possibly could. Feel- and oi the United States, the Abolitionists have been 
—--home [allowed full swing in the exercise of all the>r letral 


savs that--, 

Bedford, and fearful that he 
he left the city as •— 


legal 


Ior S h^mVnd e hVin 1 the°"and, a he purposes embarking | quibbles and their legal ingenuity, and that they 
fo England in a ship which leaves this port to-mor- j have been beaten in them all. The Supreme Court 
lor England o P d portunity to; of Massachusetts has unanimously decided against 

vefihood in your land. He leaves a wife them. The United States D..tnct Court has de- 
child in New Bedford (not in danger ofthe cided against them. The Commissioner of the 
tchers I understand), who must remain United Slates has decided against them. They have 
.l’ „ ““ - (not a legal point to stand upon, in the case of ano- 

there for the present. * * * ther runaway from the South. The opinion of Mr. 

here, with the fugitives [Curtis, the Commissioner, is a very able legil opi-j 


ward Will not the favor and blessing 
part from us, when the poor and > he aan fmd 

no place and protection among us? As yet w e "a^ 
— -—, to be thankful no fugitive has been taken 

. Massachusetts, into Slavery, and we . 

His Providence and help that 


ie shall be.” 


The Liverpool Mercury, of Tuesday, says, " The i 
,wo poor men who have thus sought liberty and pro-1 
lection on English ground are, we regret to hnd, in 
an almost penniless condition ; andnowortderior 
the Abolitionists of Boston must have to divide | 
their charities amongst so many hunted fugitives, 
.that when the passage money has been paid, in 
cases like the present, there can be but little left | 
(or subsequent necessities. Both the iugmves are 
anxious to proceed to London, thinking that there 
they will be more likely to obtain employment hat. 
i in the country. We have been requested, and shall 
be very glad, to take charge of any subscriptions 
that may help them forward, and give them the 
[means of living for a few weeks, till they can find 
work, as they are evidently most anxious to do, and 
so maintain themselves. 


of the opinion of Chief Justice Shaw 
right to a Habeas Corpus, 

The Mayor of Boston and Marshal Tukey have 
u.ir especial admiration for the faithfulness and 
fearlessness with which they have done duty, in 
the face of a mob, that threatened death to them all, 
and whose orators preached Treason and Murder. 
Marshal Tukey is a prize (or any city. He ought 
be a Field Marshal before he dies. 

Law ! Law !! Law !!! The whole pivot of this 
Government turns upon this word Law. Where 
Law is not obeyed, Life and Property cannot exist 
but a very short lime free from all sorts of peril.— 
Boston has shown to the world that, even in a case 
of personal liberty, the Law prevailed amidst the 
most violent passions and the most rancorous hostil¬ 
ity. It is triumphs of the Law like these, that 
make us feel the true grandeur of the glorious f™"- 
live in. 

One thing worthy ol remark in this case is, mat 
the Abolitionists, who on Boston Common advised 
people to arm and murder their fellow men, finally, 
when their courage had oozed out, took to profanity I 


bloodshed. To the hypocrisy of the sneak they add I 


disgrace of the coward. 

From the Boston Daily Advertiser. 

This result, though it cannot be appealed to 
proof of a spirit ot subordination and obedience 
the.laws, in all our citizens, has demonstrated s 
tisfactorily that those who have insisted that a law 
of the Union, regularly and constitutionally enacted, 
cannot be executed in this State, were mistaken. 
The case has proved, it is true, the pertinacity of a 
portion of our citizens in their opposition to this law. 
But it has proved at the same lime, that an opposi¬ 
tion, persisted in, in all practical forms, has been, 
and must continue to be, fruitless, It has demon¬ 
strated two important facts, upon which a portion 
of the community professed to entertain doubts, viz: 
that the constitutionality of the law is sustained by 
all our legal tribunals, and that a vast majority of 
our citizens oi all classes are determined to support 
Khe Constitutiou and laws, in spite of such appeals 
and exhortations as have been addressed u 
in the hope of exciting them to resistance 
occasion. No greater effort at resistance 
made,’than that which has been made, and which 
has proved fruitless at every point. It may be hoped 
that so signal a defeat may prevent a repetition of 
“ie effort. 

The triumph of the law thus obtained is far 

satisfactory than if it had been the result of an_ 

al conflict of force. The public authorities, includ¬ 
ing the municipal and police authorities of the city, 
therefore entitled to mueh credit lor thejudg- 

_it with which the affair has been conducted. 

From the efforts which were made by exhortations 
to life populace in public assemblies, and by other 
other appeals in various ways, it was impossible to 
foresee what degree of resistance might be appre¬ 
hended. Prudence, therefore, required that ample 
provision should be made to meet any supposable 
emergency, far beyond what couid be deemed pro- 
bablei Fortunately the services of the military who 
re Called into requisition, to be in readiness, 
needed, 

. From the Boston Times 
’he result of the recent action in this city i 
the Fugitive- Slave Law must prove gratifyiog to 
the leelings of every candiditninded citizen. It was 
afair testof the power ot the constituted authorities 
to carry out the requirements of a law, against which 
the sentiments qf an excited and inconsiderate class 
" f the community were bitterly in opposition—and 
thwart the administration of which, sanguinary 
resistance wasarpenly recommended. It is empha¬ 
tically a triumph of that principle inherent in the 
breast of every true American; obedience to the! 
Conslituyoj und'er whose ample folds each indivi- 
J ""■' is protected in his property, and in the enjoy- 
;_of his religious and political liberty. 

[• -Thegood tohof the Commonwealth towards its 
Statesjias been established beyond peradven- 

_, and* we candidly fhink that in the event of] 

another arrest under the Fugitive Slave Law it will 
be attended without those scenes of popular agita¬ 
tion an^ 'puerile-attc’mpis at delay in the execution 
of thfe law whiA have attended the case of the fu¬ 
gitive vrtto has just been delivered up. 

Frdm'fhe Washington Union, 

We congratulate our readers on the result. It is 
the triumph of the Constitution and law, of order 
8*nd the co"mpromise in that much agitated city. It' 
liajbeen.wqn^in (fie face of the most serious diffi- 
Lcfijries and the outst Violent opposition. It was ae- 
[cqmplished in -tiiefac^ of several public meetings of 
the AbofitiQnisth, with'a member of Congress at 
■' ' head-v in opposition to Rantoul. who took the 
_ art Lynn against the fugitive Law—to Seward 
and John Van Buren, who had seized ihe'oppqjiu- 
writing reckless letters denunciatory of the 
t the face of an order from the Abolitionists | 
m. who had summoned their fanatic clan to 

_ on Friday last; in the midst of «n edited 

mob, armed and breathing vengeance, and sup'part- 
1 by the Abolition members of the bar. In fact, 
we may believe almost all the papers in Boston, 
serious’a question has not been got up for many 

From the Richmond (Va.) Enquirer, 
Saturday's mail and the telegraph brought the 
gratifying intelligence that Sims had been delivered' 
up and was, on Saturday morning, shipped off lor 
Savannah. We rejoice that Boston has at length 
cleared her skirts of the infamous schemes and 
tricks of the fanatics and hypocritical villains, by 
seeing that the Constitution has been carried out, 
the laws vindicated. The most miserable pretexts 
were raised, to defeat the ends of justice—but they 
were all foiled by the energy and firmness of the 
ty authorities, and the United States Judiciary and 

From the Richmond Whig. 

Thus well and successfully has Boston, to the 
confusion of the disloyal, North and South, vindi¬ 
cated herself and the laws? All honor to the brave | 
old City ! Let Charleston do as well, in her turn, 
and put out Disunion at t’other end. 

From the Baltimore Sun. 

The Surrender of Sims.— The citizens of Bos- 
n have loyally vindicated the majesty of the Con¬ 
stitution and laws, in the face ot faction and the 
most reckless fanaticism. We have observed with 
deep interest the events of the past week, but with-i 
[out the slightest apprehension as to the final result,] 
1 although there was a posibllily of a violent scene or 
two under the frenzy of the hour. The patriotism 
of the old Bay State, or rather oi her venerable 
capital, has been gallantly sustained, and whatever 
there has been offensive and virulent on the part of 
the few, has been more than counterbalanced by the 
sturdy principle of the true men and honest masses 
who represent the moral power of the Common- 


ealth. 

From the Buffalo Couri 
All Honor to Boston !—The whole country has | 
watched with intense interest ior the past (ornight, 
the proceedings in Boston, instituted to release the 
fugitive slave Sims. It was regarded as a test of 
the practicability of enforcing the law and the Con¬ 
stitution. No efforts were left untried by thevio 
lent Abolitionists to excite resistance and arouse re¬ 
bellion. Every art of the demagogue was brought 
into requisition to inflame the passions of the mul-! 
titude. The Wendell Philips, the Elizur Wrights, 
and Samuel Mays, poured forth their most passion- 
te appeals, calling upon their mad followers to as- 
trnble by thousands, with muskets and hall car- 
■idges." Senator Seward of this State forwarded 
his treasonable epistle. The manifesto of John Van 
Buren, denouncing the laws of Congress and coun¬ 
selling resistance, helped to swell the tide of con¬ 
centrated opposition. 

The signal failure of this grand demonstration it 
announced in a telegraphic despatch on Saturday. 
The old town of Boston, whose patriotic citizen! 
ided so powerfully to form and build up the Union, 


right in our estimate ot the loyalty of the 

people of that State to the Constitution, and the 
Abolitionists were wrong; and while we regret the 
re-delivery of Sims into captivity, we rejoice that 
the character of our native State cannot hereafter j 
he impugned forjtreason toward the Federal Repub 
lie and that Union, without which she would nr~ 
be one of the most insignificant, instead of being, 
she is, one of the most powerful Commonwealths 
on the Continent ol America. 

From the Journal of Commerce. 

FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW. 

U. S. Circuit Court .Before Judge Nelson. 

In charging the Grand Jury, Judge Nelson ad¬ 
verted at considerable length to the Fugitive Siave 
Law. After alluding to some other matters, wiiieh 
-ould claim their attention, his Honor proceeded 
t follows;— 

Besides these instructions in respect to the cases | 
the calender of the District Attorney, furnished • 

1 the court, I desire to call your attention, with 
some particularity, to a recent act of Congress, com¬ 
monly called the “Fugitive Slave Law,’’ passed 
Sept. 18, 1850. 

This act has been the subject of much comment 

nee its passage, and of various and conflicting] 

unions, both as concerns the constitutional princi- 
e involved, and the matters in detail, embodied in 
s several provisions. It is a law against which 
open resistance to its execution has been recom¬ 
mended, in some quarters, as unconstitutional; and 
in others whether constitutional or not. As all per¬ 
sons concerned directly or indirectly in this resist¬ 
ance, or in any obstruction to its due execution, are 
guilty of an offence, and subjected to heavy punish¬ 
ment, criminally, and also, by civil damages to the 
aggrieved party, it is proper that the law should be 
understood so that those, if any there be, who have 
made up their minds to disobey it, may be fully ap¬ 
prised of the consequences. 

The act, as you are aware, was passed for thej 
purpose of carrying more effectually into execution 
- provision of the Constitution of the United States j 
-namely, a part of the second section ot the fourth 
article. That provision is as follows:—“ No person 
held to service or labor in one State, under the laws 
thereof, escaping into another, shall, in conse¬ 
quence of any law or regulation therein, be dis¬ 
charged from such service or labor, but shall be de-1 
livered up on claim of the party to whom such ser- 
" : ce or labor may be due.” 

At the time of the adoption of the constitution by 
the Convention, Sept. 17, 1787, Slavery existed, I 
believe, to an extent, more or less, in each of the 
States then composing the confederacy; above one- 
fifteenth of the population of New York were slaves. 
The proportioo of the New England States was 
much less ; also, in Pennsylvania and New Jersey 
the same as New York. All the original 
, therefore, were interested, more or less, in 
the adoption ol this provision, into the constitution, 
hut more especially the Southern States, where, 
speaking generally, and without strict accuracy, 
ibout half the population consisted of this class. 

vas, however, anticipated that, in the progress 
of time, Slavery, while it would increase in the 
South, would dimmish and finally become extin¬ 
guished in the North. 

So just was this provision regarded at the time by 
the members of the convention, and necessary ior 
the security of this species of labor and the exist- 
t of friendly relations between the different mem- 
of the Union, that it was adopted without op¬ 
position and by a unanimous vote. 

It was of the deepest interest to the Southern 
Slates, as, without the provision, every non slave- 
holdiqg State in the Union would have been at 
liberty, according to the general law of nations, to 
have declared free all runaway slaves coming with¬ 
in its - limits, and to have given them harbor and 
protection against the claims of their masters. We 
need not say, at this day, that such a state ofthings 
would have led inevitably to the bitterest animosi¬ 
ties, especially between border States, and have 
been the border source ot perpetual strife, and of 
the fiercest passions between the Northern and 
Southern portions of the Union. 

' was felt at the time by the Southern 
poition, as the articles of confederation contained no | 
such provision ; and it was to guard against it, and 
to lay a foundation that would afford future secu¬ 
rity, and preserve the friendly relations and inter¬ 
course of the States, that the provision was incorpo¬ 
rated into the fundamental law. No pne conversant 
with the history of the convention, and particularly 
with the difficulties that surrounded tins subject in 
almost every stage of its proceedings, can doubt, for 
a moment, that without this, or some equival 
provision, the constitution would never have been 
formed. It was of the last importance to the South¬ 
ern portion of the Union, and could not have been 
surrendered without endangering their whole inter¬ 
est in this species of property. It is not surprising, 
therefore, that it is still adhered to with unyielding 
resolution, and is made the groundwork of a ques- 
which the continued existence of a Union, 
thus formed, is made to depend. 

The clause in the constitution is general, and sim¬ 
ply declares that the slave escaping into another 
State, shall not thereby be discharged by any law 
regulation of the State to which he has fled ; b 
shall be delivered up on claim of the person 
hom the service is due. 

The mode of delivering up to the claimant is n 
prescribed, and, until regulated by law, continued 
to be the source of embarrassment to the masters, 
aod oi disturbance end disquietude among tii 

to ihe first act ot Congress, passed 12i 
February, 1793, duriDg the sitting of the second 
session, held under the constitution. It was enact¬ 
ed by a body of men, several of whom had been dis¬ 
tinguished members of the convention, and is framed 
it its leading features in the spirit ot the provision 
of the constitution, which it was designed to carry 
into effect. It is signed by Jonathan Trumbull, of 
Connecticut, as Speaker of the House of Represen¬ 
tatives, John Adams, Vice President, and President 
ot the Senate, and approved by George Washington, 
President of the United States, and was passed on 
the urgent recommendations ot the Governors r r 
Pennsylvania and Virginia, between whose States 
difficulty had arisen in the surrender of a fngitiv 


ifestsno disposition to countenance thereckles 
[fanatics now aiming to overthrow aod destroy it. 

From the Pennsylvanian. 

Honor, then, to the capital of the Old Bay State. 
Let us give her credit lor a good act, a patriotic a 
—an act of duty. It may suit some to carp at ti 
dilatory character of the proceedings—at the tr 
and peril through which the sequel was reached- 
all the annoyances of British faction and of do- 
estic treason. But we honor her becanse she was 
victorious over all these, and because she stood 
ready with her blood and treasure to vindicate the 
law, cost what it might of either. We say honor 
her. Honor to Woodbury, to llalfet, to Green, 
Cushing, to Curtis, and to those men of both par¬ 
es who stand up to them, sustaining them with 
eart and with hand. 

From the Syracuse Star 
It has been boldly asserted both in this city and 
elsewhere, that the Fogitive Slave Law could not be 
executed in Massachusetts. We have never been 
of this opinion. Soon after the rescue ol Shadrach, 
we expressed the belief that ihe law would be exe¬ 
cuted in Massachusetts if an occasion should arise. 


by agreement of counsel, for the purpose of carryin* 

the question before the Supreme Court. - 
Doubts had been expressed, aBd, in some instan¬ 
ces, decided opinions given by State judges, that it 
was not competent for Congress to confer upon State 
magistrates the power to carry into execution a 
law of Congress, inasmuch as the judicial power of 
the federal government was vested by the constitu¬ 
tion in a Supreme Court, and on such inferior .court* 
as Congress might ordain and establish. It was al¬ 
so argued with much force, that if Congress possess¬ 
ed this power, it might burden the State judiciary 
and magistrates with duties that would be incom¬ 
patible with, or embarrass the faithful discharge ol 
those which concerned the State. 

Influenced by these views, or some other, the Le¬ 
gislatures of some of the States passed laws forbid¬ 
ding their own magistrates from acting under the 
law in the surrender of lugiiives, and enforced the 
prohibition with heavy penalties, it is not doubled 
but that it was entirely competent for the State to 
prohibit their own magistrates from assuming the 
duty of executing the law ; but it was held in Prigg 
The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, to beclear, 
it it not so forbidden, it was competent for them 
set, and that the exercise of the authority under 
the law would be valid and binding upon all the 
parties concerned. 

This inference of the State legislature greatly 
paralyzed the execution of the law; and, indeed, 
had the effect, for the time being, to abrogate, vir¬ 
tually, the provision of the constitution, it left bat 
sne, or at most, two officers in a State competeat te 
sxecute it, as the power was thereby restricted to 
the District and Circuit Judges of the United States. 
Your own State, as early as 1830, forbade their ma¬ 
gistrates from acting, under the peualtv of fine aud 
imprisonment. (2 R. S., 465, $14.) 

These, and other more direct interferences by le¬ 
gislative acts of the Stales, with the execution ol the 
law of 1793, together with the open resistance with 
which its execution was met, in some instances, by 
combinations against law, led, necessarily, to the 
recent supplementary act; and to which 1 wish now 
particularly to call your attention. 

This act is designed, first, to substitute officers of 
the federal government in ihe place of these State 
magistrates: and second, to arm the officers with 
sufficient power and authority to enable them to ex¬ 
ecute the law against any resistance, actual or threat¬ 
ened, and in whatever form it might be presented, 
has grown out of the exigencies aud neces- 
which I have referred, and was forced upon 
the attention of Congress, mainly, by the legislative 
interference oi the Slates. 

Had not the law of 1793 been thus crippled, it 
would probably, have afforded all the means neces¬ 
sary to the execution of the constitutional provision. 
The supplementary act is obviously framed with 
reat skill aod care ; and bears upon its face the 
:ep conviction of the body that enacted it—that 
the constitutional provision has not only been disre¬ 
garded, but, that a settled purpose, a fixed determi- 
tion, existed iu some portions of the country, to 
its obligations at nought. The act meets this 
ufijion of things, real or supposed, and clothes 
the public authorities with power adequate to the 
exigency. 

It confers authority upon commissioners appoint¬ 
ed by the Circuit Courts oi the United States, in ad¬ 
dition to the judges, to carry into execution its seve¬ 
ral provisions, and makes it the duty of the mar¬ 
shals and deputy marshals to execute all warrants 
and precepts issued by the juilges or commissioners 
under the act, subjecting them to a fine of $ 1,000 to 
■the use of ihexl^iimant in case of refusal; and, alter 
the arrest, and while the fugitive is in their custody, 
is allowed-to escape with or without 
. the marshal is made liable upon his 
official bond to be prosecuted for the benefit of th# 
[claimant for the full value of the slave. 

The commissioners are also empowered, within 
the counties in which they respectively reside, to 
appoint in writing, one or more suitable persons, 
from time to time, to execute all warrants and other 
process issued by them in the performance of their 
duties, with authority to the commissioners, or the 
persons thus appointed, to summon and call to their 
aid the by-slanders or possee of the county, when 
necessary to insure the due execution of the law ; 

' i made the duty of the citizens thus called 
id of the officers, to assist in the execution 
of the process whenever their services are required. 

The act further provides, that the claimant may 
pursue and reclaim the fugitive, either by procuring 
arrant from the court, judge or commissioner of 
proper circuit, district, or county, ior his appre¬ 
hension, or by arresting him, or her, where it may 
be practicable without warrant, and by taking, or 
causing the fugitive to be taken forthwith, beiore 
the proper officer, whose duty it is made to hear 
and determine the case in a summary manner; and 
upon satisfactory proof, either oral or by deposition 
properly taken and certified, that the person so ar- 
ited owes service and labor to the claimant in the 
tte or territory from whence he or she fled, and 
that they had escaped front such service, to grant a 
certificate to the claimant, setting forth substantially 

This certificate is made conclusive is evidence of 
theright of the claimant to remove the fugitive back 
to the State or territory lrom whence he or she had 
escaped, and is declared to be sufficient authority to 
prevent all molestation of the claimant by any pro- 
t issued by any court, magistrate, or other per- 
whomsoever. 

'he act subjects to fine and imprisonment, and 

_i to civil damages to the party aggrieved; any 

and every person who shall knowingly obstruct, 

' ’er or prevent the claimant or his agent from ar- 
ng thelugitive, either with or without process, 
ho shall rescue, or attempt to rescue the same 
from the custody of the claimant or his agent, or 
who shall aid or assist, directly or indirectly, in the 
escape of the fugitive, or who shall harbor or con¬ 
ceal the same so as to prevent the discovery and ar- 
after notice that such person is a fugitive from 

The act further provides that if the claimant or his 
agent shall make affidavit, after the certificate is grant- 
‘ I, that he has reason to apprehend a rescue by force, 
ffore the fugitive can be taken beyond the limits of 
. ie State in which the arrest is made, it shall he the 
duty of the marshal or officer making the arrest, to re- 
•' the fugitive in his custody, and to -'- 


« State whence he or she had escaped, and tl 


. delive 




The first section on the subject declares, that 
when any person held to labor in any of the United 
States, or in either of the territories, under the laws 
theteof, shall escape into any other State or territo¬ 
ry, the person to whom such labor may be due, 
shall be authorized to seize, or arrest such fugitive, 
and take him or her before any judge of the Circuit 
or District Courts of the United Slates, residing or 
being within the State or before any magistrate of 
unty, city or town corporate, wherein such ar- 
shall be made, and upon proof to the satisiac- 
of the judge, or magistrate, either by oral testi¬ 
mony or affidavit, ifiat the person so arrested, owes 
--vice to the person claiming him fir her, it shall 
the duty of the judge, or magistrate, to give a 
[certificate thereof to such claimant, which shall be 
a sufficient warrant for his or her removai 
State or territory from which he or she fled. 

The remaining section inflicts a penally upon any 
person who knowingly obstructs or hinders the 
[claimant from arresting the fogitive, or rescue the . 
same front him, or harbors or conceals the fugitive[r*' 
after notice. jq ei , 

This act has been on the statute boob, and in ope- 1 • 

■tion for more than fifty-seven years ; and its con¬ 
stitutionality recognized and affirmed by the courts 
of Mr 1 -- - J ' T — -“ J 




ia and New York, and 
by the Supreme Court of the United States iu Prigg 
vs- The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 16 Peters 
439, (2 Pick. Rep. 11: Commonwealth vs. Griffin ; 
5 Serg. and Raule; 62 Wright vs. Deacon ; 9 Johns. 
R 67 Glen vs. Hodges and 12 Wend. Rep.; 311 
Jack vs. Marlin. S. C. ib 507) and has never been 
denied by any court with the qualification that will 
be presently noticed. 

The ease of Pregg vs. The Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania in the courts of that State, is no i 
| ception to these remarks, as the jury found a spec 
verdict, and the judgment was entered pro for 


These, together with some regulations as to the mode 
of proof before the judge or commissioner, embrace 
ubstantiiiliy every material provision of the act. ^ And 

nined opposition to its passage, ua.l even threatened, 
ind, in some instances, actual re dstance to its cxeeii- 

tot a power conferred upon those appointed to admin- 
ster it judicially, but what was conferred upon the 
udges aud other State magistrates under the net of 
1793—a law approved by V.'nshington and Adams, and 
tnaeted by the fathers nud founders of tliu llepublio— 

the commissioners in the place of the State magistrates, 
who were disabled, and prevented from discharging the 
duty by the State authorities. Full confidence wa3 
reposed in them by the federal government, so long as 
they were permitted to act. When thus disabled, other 
ere selected, of necessity, to supply their 

r _ ihis is the only difference, as it regards the 

judioial authority conferred by this supplementary act. 
Neither is there any power conferred by it on the 
claimant, his attorney or agent, but what is found in 
■ • act of 1793—not one. All the additional powers 
.conferred upon the ministerial officers—the mar¬ 
shal and deputy marshals—who are required ft 


lethe 


.ts provision! 


other process 

_and which war 

.... those provided for in me prev 
ie others. Every ground of oppoaitioi 
act, distinguishable from opposir"" 


o this 


_ ...e for- 

__ ith which 

is deputies are armed, with a_view to 

[the mandates of the officers, and to put down, with a 
strong hand, if necessary, aU disaffection, disorder, tn- 
i subordination, or resistance, in whatever form present¬ 
ed. The apprehension that any new or exorbitant 
I powers have ibeen vested in the judges or commissioners 












































































































































































‘ ETY or CAI 'ADA,” and have for its object the pro- 
aad 10u ot ri 8 ht principles upon the subjeot of Slavery, 
; u ^'Operation -with similar Societies already formed, 
seal'- Uain8 - infonnation > and seeking to awaken greater 


could be mercn , H ■_ of the con k 0 f reformation ; and another good result will be the friends of humanity, in all parts of our country, to since, a District Anti-Slavery Sooiety was formed, she prevent disappointment, therefore, where that w 

construed, either by the positive direction ot the con- work ot reformation * , , ™ ge ln producing this change, and use vigorously was present at the meeting, and cheerfully gave in her not alone wanted, subscribers will please order as many 

vention, or the committee, in style and arrangement, that the people will no b g J 8 f and ffficien^ly the means and talents wherewith Provi- m as one of its mem bers. It was deeply interesting different works tor P ral ™” ms as tkel e are Tolumes 

whose duty it was to make the wording express the the false professions and wily entreaties of their ene- dencehas bl ' ssed them to set home the truth of Anti- na “ e “ f animation whioh j r ;I ad ; ated he , which they may be entitled. 

views of the convention, and not let two opposing ideas mies. I am glad to say that oar juries, c “ m P“ 9 « da '- Slave r /‘°’ “ d ^“ch* dim eye, as she saw some of her children enrol their ^ sbould be 

be embodied in that instrument. The only clause, most entirelyrO the co_ore.an ac J ur responsibilities to God, the slaveholder and the names in the cause of Justice and Humanity. always" addressedTpos °paid or franked, to the Pub- 

however, which this committee added on this subject, an honest and independent verdict, treating with scorn ^ neighbori and our3 elve s ! . She was then feeble, but we had no apprehension gJS LEONARD SCOTT & CO,, 

f as I am aware was the one respecting the fugi- and indignation the attempts that will be made to CO- 20 Tbat thi8 Convention cannot but utter its voice Society was so soon to part with one of its 79 Fulton Street, New York, 

so far as I am aware, was me F * b bribe them f ro m the faithful discharge of their of unqualified condemnation, of the wicked and ungene- ‘bat our little Society was so soon to part witn one ot Entrance 54 Gold St 

tire, and which afterwards received the sanction of the erce b CT mt-y wi rw , spirit eshibited by the great State of Ohio, in eon- most beloved members. Early in the present month »he “ 


LEONARD SCOTT & CO.-, 

79 Fulton Street, New York, 
Entrance 64 Gold St 


bUPtrson, payipg U^.inthete irafti «'to Rhom enehUtyt, God and their eountrymen. 
















































































































































































